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of the whole low-lying fever-haunted coastal strip confirmed
this view. But as railway construction progressed, and the
line reached the highlands, a dry bracing climate was found,
at altitudes ranging from 3,000 to 7,000 feet, which was
apparently quite healthy for Europeans. The completion
of the line, which will be described under Uganda, therefore
brought in its train a stream of white settlers for the high-
lands of Kenya, and the movement was actively encouraged
by the British Government after the first world war.
The soil of the highlands was discovered to be eminently
suitable for coffee planting, for farming and for stock
raising, and as all these activities needed capital investment
to be prosecuted on a large scale, the country attracted a
dass of settlers who were accustomed to similar associations
at home, and who moreover saw opportunities for a more
spacious life offering country pursuits and sports than were
possible at home. There were many of the landed class,
educated and accustomed to political activity and control,
of whom perhaps the late Lord Delamere, whose life is a
sort of epitome of Kenya history, may serve as an example.
There were also of course many of more modest means
who sought in Kenya a healthy livelihood by hard pioneer
work, raising coffee, sisal, maize, livestock, and kter exploit-
ing gold and other minerals, and who formed the backbone
of the remarkable devdopment of the country. They were
all, however, of the same dass as the officials sent out to
administer the country, and being accustomed to active sdf-
government,,this led naturally to much political controversy.
The opportunities of the new country also attracted a large
Indian immigration in the form of merchants and traders,
derks, storekeepers and mechanics who came in the wake
of the Kenya and Uganda Railway, and who stayed to take
advantage of the commercial and other opportunities. Many
of the skilled craftsmen and small traders are now being